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If you are planning an evening of dancing where all the greatest disco classics will
be played, or a popular music concert where a few amateur singers will perform
songs in public, certain measures need to be taken to ensure that the copyright
attaching to the works being performed in public will not be infringed. One must keep
in mind that royalties should be paid to the SOCAN and possibly to the SODRAC, in
order to clear copyrights owned by third parties (authors, composers, publishers).

1. SOCAN

The SOCAN is a membership organization that administers the communication and
performing rights of the world’s quasi-entire repertoire of copyright-protected music
used in Canada. The SOCAN collects, on behalf of its members (authors,
composers and music publishers), licence fees which are redistributed to them.

In this respect, the SOCAN has established different tariffs depending on the various
uses of music, including tariffs for commercial radio, popular music concerts,
exhibitions and fairs, motion picture theatres, receptions, conventions, assemblies
and fashion shows, sports events, background music, etc. These applicable tariffs
are available through the SOCAN website at www.socan.ca. As an example, for
popular music concerts where admission is charged, a licence issued by SOCAN
represents costs of 3% of gross receipts from ticket sales.

As for the performance of a work in public, in the case of a live performance of
songs during a concert for instance, the payment of royalties as per the approved
tariffs will only cover the original works contained in the SOCAN repertoire. If the
original work is modified, for example if the lyrics of a song are modified, royalties
will have to be paid to SOCAN for music performing rights (economic right), but
permission will also have to be obtained from the original author of the
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song. Without such permission, the “modified” performance could be considered an
infringement of the author’s moral rights (personal rights).

2. SODRAC

The SODRAC is a collective society for the reproduction rights of authors,
composers and publishers in Canada. It oversees the collective administration of
the copyrights in creative works, such as the reproduction rights applying to musical
works, including the private copying of such works. Similarly to the SOCAN, these
rights are managed by the SODRAC directly under a licensing system through which
the royalties collected are redistributed to its members.

Therefore, if a video recording of a live performance during a popular music concert
is produced, distinct royalties will be payable to the SODRAC for the production of a
DVD. Again, different tariffs will apply depending on the reproduction authorization
requested, including audio (or phonogram) licensing requests (ex. vinyl, cassettes,
cds) and audio-visual licensing requests (ex. films, television or documentaries). For
more information or to learn more about the different tariffs, we invite you to visit the
SODRAC website at the following address www.sodrac.ca.

If you have any questions concerning copyright, licenses, the application of tariffs or
negotiation thereof, a member of our firm specilaized in the matter will be pleased to
answer your questions and to represent you before the SOCAN or the SODRAC.
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